
 

 
Important Notes:  

1. A product that can be classified under two characteristic attributes must be packaged according to all 
applicable preparation types. 

2. Do not include retail pricing information on the label or product. 

*Failure to comply with any packaging requirement will result in delayed receiving and may be subject to additional costs for 
unplanned services or noncompliance. 

Version 1.1 (July 2021) 

Fulfillment Packaging - Quick Reference Guide 
This table serves as Bluestem Brands Packaging quick reference guide, for preparation of product shipping to 
our Distribution Center, to inform and assist Vendors with meeting our Packaging Requirements.  Please refer 
to the Bluestem Brands Vendor Manual for additional detailed information and requirements. 

Category Characteristics Examples Packing Materials Preparation 
 
Toys / Baby 
Products: 

 
Opening in product 
packaging. 

 

 
 

Exposed Toys (Retail type 
Pkg), Mobiles, teething 

rings, etc. 
 

 
 Poly-bag 
 Product Label 

 
Place unit in a transparent bag 
with suffocation warning clearly 
visible.  Bag must be completely 
sealed.  The product’s label 
should be visible / scanned w/o 
the need to open the box or 
remove the product from the 
protective pkg. 
 

 
Fabric, Plush, 
Apparel: 

 
Products made 
with/from cloth or 
fabric. 

 

 
 

Plush toys, purses / 
handbags, clothing 

 

 
 Poly-bag 
 Product label 

 
Place unit in a transparent bag 
with suffocation warning clearly 
visible.  Bag must be completely 
sealed.  The product’s label 
should be visible / scanned w/o 
the need to open the box or 
remove the product from the 
protective pkg. 
 

 
Fragile / breakable / 
Glass: 
 
Small, combinable 
items for parcel 
delivery. 

 
Products containing or 
packaged with glass.  
Other fragile, delicate, 
brittle and breakable 
items. 

 

         
 
Glass, china, porcelain, 
mirrors, clocks, etc. 

 
 Bubble wrap 
 Foam (i.e. EPS, EPE) 
 Over box 
 Product label 

 
Wrap the unit in bubble wrap 
and/or place in a box.  The unit 
should be capable of passing a 
drop test (details in Fulfillment 
Packaging Guide).  The 
product’s label should be visible 
/ scanned w/o the need to open 
the box or remove the product 
from the protective pkg. 
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Category Characteristics Examples Packing Materials Prep Guidance 
 
Fragile / breakable / 
Glass: 
 
Self-ship items. 

 
Products containing or 
packaged with glass.  
Other fragile, delicate, 
brittle and breakable 
items, which are 
packaged and shipped 
alone. 

 

 

  
Furniture, dish / 

glassware sets, lamps, 
mirrors, etc. 

 
 Bubble wrap 
 Foam (i.e. EPS, EPE) 
 Corrugate, 

Honeycomb, similar 
materials 

 Over box 
Product label 

 
The unit should be packaged in 
protective pkg material and 
placed in a box.  The unit should 
be capable of passing full ISTA 
3A packaging protocol.  The 
product’s label should be visible 
/ scanned w/o the need to open 
the box or remove the product 
from the protective pkg. 

 
Liquids / powders: 
(Liquids/powders in 
glass packaging must 
meet ‘fragile’ 
category guidelines 
as well.) 

 
Any liquid / granular 
product without two 
leak preventative 
barriers (seals). 

 

   
 
 

Spray bottles, cleaning 
solution, lotion, talc / 

baby powder(s)  
 

 
 Poly-bag 
 Product label 

 
Cap or lid should be fully 
tightened and then placed 
inside a transparent bag with 
suffocation warning clearly 
visible.  Bag must be completely 
sealed.  The product’s label 
should be visible / scanned w/o 
the need to open the box or 
remove the product from the 
protective pkg. 

 
Sharp / pointed 
items: 
 

 
Products with sharp 
edges / points which 
pose safety hazards 
when exposed.   

 

  

 
 

Knives, scissors, tools, 
etc. 

 
 Cardboard cover 

(sheathing) 
 Bubble wrap 
 Over box (if 

sheathing / bubble 
wrap is insufficient 
to contain hazard) 

 Product label 

 
Place sheathing over hazardous 
area or wrap in bubble wrap.  
Place in over box, ensuring that 
no hazardous area of the 
product is or can be exposed 
during shipping.  The product’s 
label should be visible / 
scanned w/o the need to open 
the box or remove the product 
from the protective pkg. 

 
Jewelry: 
 

 
Earrings, rings, 
Pendants, etc. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Poly-bag 
 Gift box (must be 

approved by the 
Buyer or Quality 
Assurance) 

 Product label 

 
Each piece is to be packed in an 
individual clear poly bag that 
has a Ziploc type of closure.  
Multiple piece products should 
have each piece packaged in a 
separate poly bag.  Details 
found in vendor manual for 
further reference to jewelry 
packaging and labeling 
requirements. 
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Bag Requirements: 

a. To help in the prevention of child suffocation, a Suffocation Warning Label must be either be printed or 
attached as a label on all Polybags that satisfy the following conditions: 

i. A Polybag that is 1.5 mil or less in thickness; and 
ii. The opening of the Polybag is 5 inches wide in diameter or more (measured when flat)  

b. The Suffocation Warning Label must have the following language (or a substantially similar statement 
approved by state authorities as applicable):  
“WARNING-TO AVOID DANGER OF SUFFOCATION, KEEP THIS PLASTIC BAG AWAY FROM BABIES AND 

CHILDREN. DO NOT USE THIS BAG IN CRIBS, BEDS, CARRIAGES OR PLAYPENS. THIS BAG IS NOT A TOY.” 
c. The Suffocation Warning Label must be printed directly on the bag or on a label securely attached to the 

bag. The type font should be clear, distinct, and conspicuous in color, layout, contrast. If the Suffocation 
Warning Label is printed on a label that is then attached to the poly bag, the printing technique must 
result in a label that will not smear.  

d. Where a poly bag has a total length and width of more than 40 inches, the Suffocation Warning Label 
must be repeated at intervals of 20 inches or less.  

e. The print size of the Suffocation Warning Label shall be as follows: 
 

Total Length and Width of the Poly Bag Size of Print 
Less than 25 inches 10 point minimum  
25 to 39 inches 14 point minimum 
40 to 59 inches 18 point minimum 
60 inches or more 24 point minimum 

 
 

Product (Unit) Label Requirements:   

The product’s unit label must contain Bluestem Brands 13-digit SKU (i.e. 4N2020WHT0010) and may contain a scan-able 
UPC/GTIN code (the UPC barcode is welcomed on the unit label, but not required).   Product labels should be legible and 
able to be read from a distance of 18”.   Label placement must ensure clear visibility without the need to open the 
box/bag or remove the product from the protective packaging.  The label should be placed on the front side of the 
polybag or box for clear visibility.  Label product information should a minimum of 1/4” print or larger, in proportion to 
the package size. 


